


Level 9   240 credits    two years full-time (or equivalent part-time)

Course component Credits

Theological Research and Writing. 30

Taught courses at NQF equivalent level 8. 90

Either a 120 credit Thesis or a combination of taught courses and a 60 credit 

Dissertation.

120

Total Credit Requirements: 240

The MTh is offered at the Auckland campus and at Carey Baptist College. Courses are mainly 

structured in one or two week blocks, enabling students from outside Auckland to attend.

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

This 240 credit degree provides an advanced 

level theological qualification for those 

who have already completed a recognised 

Bachelor’s level degree in theology and 

want to upgrade their qualifications in a 

specific area or extend their understanding 

of Christian ministries, through a combined 

programme of taught courses (level 8) and 

written thesis or dissertation (level 9).

The degree provides opportunity for 

Master’s level biblical and theological study 

related to the fields of Biblical Studies, 

Christian Thought and History, Mission 

and Pastoral Studies and Professional 

Studies. Courses critically address the 

presuppositional and methodological issues 

inherent in thinking theologically within 

these areas of study. Varying approaches 

and study tools – biblical, philosophical, 

theological, historical and cultural – will be 

brought to bear on the chosen area.

master of theology  
(MTh) NQF Level 9 

For more detail, please refer to the Laidlaw College Academic Calendar and/or the Laidlaw-Carey Graduate 

School Handbook on the CD accompanying the prospectus. Alternatively, a list of available courses can be 

found on the Laidlaw-Carey Graduate School pages of our website: www.laidlaw.ac.nz. The Handbook is also 

available from Laidlaw-Carey Graduate School or online at  www.laidlaw-carey.ac.nz.

programme requirements at a glance
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The building of rich community in a spirit 

of love that is compelled and informed by 

the gospel is the Laidlaw College vision 

— for the world, but also for its own 

community.

Community life at Laidlaw is a vital 

component of a student’s experience, and 

it happens in various ways.

Some students live on campus, in 

housing, or flats, or in the halls of 

residence.

Other students live off campus, but 

community life is just as vital. They might 

experience it at community functions - such 

as concerts, quiz nights or special dinners 

- or the weekly Community Gathering, or 

mingling with other students around food 

and coffee at the Artos Cafe.

For others, including parents who do 

not even study at Laidlaw, their main 

connection with the college is through the 

Olive Shoots Early Childhood Centre, which 

provides early childhood education for 

students with children primarily, but also 

for staff of the college and for the wider 

community.

So, wherever Laidlaw College students 

spend their time — in the lecture room 

or elsewhere on the college campus, 

a community is being formed and 

experienced. Renewal is taking place. Faith 

is finding a context. And the gospel is 

having an impact on relationships.

This is the Laidlaw vision.

images from top:

Living on campus, children at Olive 

Shoots, community gatherings.

community life
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 Encounter at Laidlaw happens when you 
study by distance. Modern media, virtual 

classrooms and online tutoring provided by 
our Centre for Distance Learning mean you 

get to choose where and when you study,  
to f it around your other commitments.



•	 There is one true God, infinite and all 

powerful, eternally existing in three 

persons, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit.  

•	 God is loving and merciful, holy and just 

and is the creator and sustainer of all 

things. 

•	 God has revealed himself in the 

Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. All Scripture is uniquely 

inspired by God and is therefore wholly 

trustworthy and of supreme and final 

authority in faith and life. 

•	 Jesus Christ is God’s only Son and God 

incarnate. He was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary and lived 

a perfect and sinless human life. He 

was sent to reveal God, to proclaim the 

reign of God in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, and to accomplish God’s saving 

purposes. 

•	 Christ died on the cross for our sins as 

our representative and substitute. God 

raised him from the dead through the 

power of the Spirit and he is exalted 

at the right hand of the Father, having 

received all authority in heaven and on 

earth. 

•	 Human beings are made in the image of 

God. They are created to love, worship 

and enjoy fellowship with God and have 

been entrusted with the stewardship of 

God’s creation. 

•	 Through human disobedience to God, sin 

and death entered the world. All have 

sinned and are therefore guilty before 

God and under God’s judgement. Sin 

separates people from God; it also brings 

brokenness to human relationships, 

disrupts the created order and distorts 

humanity’s relationship with creation. 

•	 Salvation is the gift of God’s grace 

through the death of Jesus Christ, and is 

available to all who repent of their sins 

and by faith receive him as Saviour and 

Lord. They are born again by the Holy 

Spirit, thereby becoming children of God. 

•	 Through the Spirit’s indwelling, God’s 

people are enabled to live holy lives and 

are equipped, in the fellowship of the 

Church, to witness and work for Christ 

and to glorify God in the world. 

•	 The Church is the community of all 

Christian believers, who have been 

formed by the Holy Spirit into one body 

of which the Lord Jesus Christ is the 

Head. 

•	 The Church is commissioned by Christ to 

bear witness to the gospel to all peoples 

through word, deed and sign. 

•	 Christ will return in power and glory to 

consummate God’s kingdom. He will 

gather his people, judge the world in 

righteousness, and renew creation. 

Those outside of Christ will be raised to 

eternal judgement; those who belong to 

Christ will be raised to enjoy eternal life 

in God’s presence.

Laidlaw College shall uphold the truths of the historic Christian faith, 
including the following items of belief:
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The formation of people who engage the world 
with a love compelled and informed by the 

gospel cannot be achieved within three years 
and does not end at graduation.  It is the work 

of a lifetime and as such, the building and 
maintaining of intentional community with 

Laidlaw College alumni is central to our vision.



general information

Immigration

Full details of immigration requirements, 

advice on rights to employment in New 

Zealand while studying, and reporting 

requirements are available from Immigration 

New Zealand, and can be viewed on their 

website at www.immigration.govt.nz 

Eligibility for health services

Most international students are not entitled 

to publicly funded health services while 

in New Zealand. If you receive medical 

treatment during your visit, you may be 

liable for the full costs of that treatment. 

Full details on entitlements to publicly 

funded health services are available through 

the Ministry of Health, and can be viewed 

on their website at www.moh.govt.nz 

Accident insurance

The Accident Compensation Corporation 

provides accident insurance for all New 

Zealand citizens, residents and temporary 

visitors to New Zealand, but you may still 

be liable for all other medical and related 

costs. Further information can be viewed on 

the ACC website at www.acc.co.nz

Medical and travel insurance 

International students (including group 

students) must have appropriate and 

current medical and travel insurance while 

in New Zealand. Laidlaw College has made 

arrangements with Uni-Care for a Group 

Scheme to provide cover for overseas 

students. More information can be found at 

www.uni-care.org. 

Further information about studying in New 

Zealand can be found in the International 

Students Information booklet  on the CD 

provided or online at www.laidlaw.ac.nz

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

Laidlaw’s academic programmes have 

specific entrance requirements, including 

the following:

•	 Students who do not have English as their 

first language must fulfill English language 

requirements.  The internationally-

recognised IELTS (International English 

Language Testing System) is used to 

determine readiness for study.

•	 Many Laidlaw programmes require that 

students fulfil the requirements for 

entrance into a New Zealand University.  

Students who are 20 years or older 

are usually able to apply for Special 

Admission, which allows this requirement 

to be waived.

•	 Both the Bachelor of Counselling and 

the Bachelor of Teaching [Primary] and 

Worldview Studies have additional 

admissions criteria.

•	 Laidlaw’s postgraduate programmes also 

have additional admissions criteria.

For full details of admissions requirements 

please consult the Laidlaw College Academic 

Calendar which is available on the CD 

provided or online at www.laidlaw.ac.nz.

 

international Students

Code

Laidlaw College has agreed to observe and 

be bound by the Code of Practice for the 

Pastoral Care of international students. 

Copies of the Code are available from the 

New Zealand Ministry of Education website 

at www.minedu.govt.nz/international 
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flexible learning options
Centre for Distance Learning

Laidlaw College is committed to the 

development of distance and e-learning. 

Rapidly advancing technological 

developments have made it possible 

to offer a rich learning experience that 

includes multimedia and regularly updated 

resources. For students unable to come 

to one of Laidlaw’s campuses, studying 

by distance learning will turn any lounge 

into a classroom! Many Laidlaw College 

qualifications can be studied by distance. 

Through our learning management system, 

students and tutors interact together in 

discussion forums, engage in real time 

chats, download resources, and keep track 

of their course progress.

Night Courses

Each semester a couple of courses are 

offered at night. Those people who would 

like to attend the night classes but do not 

want to work towards a qualification can 

enrol as Non Formal students. 

Non formal study

Non Formal study is available for those 

who do not want to work towards a 

qualification. Students enrolled in Non 

Formal study are not required to sit any 

forms of assessment and as such, no credits 

are awarded. To apply, complete a Non 

Formal Study application form (providing a 

certified copy of ID). Course fees need to be 

paid prior to attending the first lecture. (See 

Fee Schedule on the CD provided, or online 

at www.laidlaw.ac.nz.)

campus tours
Choosing the right educational provider is 

important. Laidlaw College invites potential 

students to tour its campuses and become 

a Student for a Day. These tours provide 

students the opportunity to view the 

campus, sit in on our lectures, and meet 

students and lecturers. Register on our 

website or contact the appropriate campus 

to arrange a visit.

Financial assistance
Laidlaw College programmes are NZQA 

approved and accredited. This qualifies 

students to apply for StudyLink loans and 

allowances. More information can be 

obtained from www.studylink.govt.nz

study abroad programme
Laidlaw College offers a study abroad 

programme to students from international 

colleges and universities. A limited number 

of students are accepted each year either for 

a semester or two semester programme. (A 

study abroad student must be registered in 

a degree granting institution.) The Laidlaw 

study abroad programme is a part of the 

student’s overall academic experience. 

While at Laidlaw, they remain a part of their 

primary institution’s programme. They are 

subject to the usual New Zealand regulations 

applying to International Students including 

student visa requirements. All international 

students enrolled at Laidlaw are required 

to complete 20 contact hours per week. 

These contact hours are made up of classes, 

tutorials, and community gatherings.

Summer School  
(Auckland Campus) 
Laidlaw College is committed to the success 

of its students. To this end, in the first 

week of Semester one, new students will 

attend a free, one-week study skills course. 

This study skills course provides incoming 

students with the skills they will need, 

along with an academic orientation to 

biblical and theological study. Students 

completing this course will be prepared for 

what is expected of them at Laidlaw College, 

and better able to achieve their academic 

goals. New students will also be able to 

register for their papers and participate in 

orientation during this week.
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prospectus 2010-2011
supplementary information

how to apply and enrol

1	 Explore programme/course options via attending Info Night, becoming a 

Student for a Day, downloading information from www.laidlaw.ac.nz or 

making contact with the Admissions Co-ordinator at the Campus you wish to 

study at.

2	 Complete and return your application form (and Counselling supplement if 

necessary) including your Application Fee to Laidlaw College by the due dates 

listed on the provided CD or on the website. Please ensure all sections are 

completed to prevent any delays and the following documents are attached:

•	 Certified copy of Passport or birth certificate

•	 Certified copy NCEA transcript (if under 20)

•	 Certified copy of highest educational achievement

•	 Essay on personal spiritual development

•	 IELTS Results (if applicable)

3	 Forward the Reference Form to your nominated referee. You can download 

the forms from the CD provided or online at www.laidlaw.ac.nz or request 

them from a Laidlaw campus).

4	 On receipt of your Application Form and Reference Form(s) you may be 

invited to the college for an interview. This interview may be waived in some 

circumstances, or conducted by phone. The Admissions Committee will then 

consider your application. 

5	 You will be sent a letter indicating the outcome of your application. 

6	 Apply to Studylink (www.studylink.govt.nz) for a student loan and/or 

student allowance (if applicable).

7	 Complete the enrolment process.

8	 Pay Fees.

9	 Start studying….

Please Note: If you have any questions please contact the campus where you are applying.
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Information Technology 
Requirements

Proficiency in information technology is 

necessary for successfully participating in 

learning at Laidlaw College. All students 

must have access to a computer to prepare 

and submit assignments. For more 

information, please see the Laidlaw College 

Academic Calendar on the CD provided or 

online at www.laidlaw.ac.nz.

REMEMBER:  

The provided CD 

contains all the 

information and 

forms you will 

need for your 

application
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Certificate in Preparatory Studies

Bachelor of Counselling

Doctor of Philosophy

Doctor of Theology

Doctor of Ministry

Master of Theology

Postgraduate Diploma 

in Theology

Graduate Diploma  

in Theology

Bachelor of Theology

Bachelor of Ministries

Diploma of Biblical Studies

programmes and schools

school of 
Counselling

school of 
education

school of theology, 
mission & ministry

Bachelor of Teaching 

[Primary] and Worldview 

Studies

centre for Academic Preparation & Support

Laidlaw-Carey  
Graduate School



love to know
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0800 999 777    |    www.laidlaw.ac.nz

Auckland Campus     
T  +64 9 836 7800  F  +64 9 836 7801    
E  auck@laidlaw.ac.nz
80 Central Park Drive, Henderson,  
Private Bag 93104, Henderson,  
Waitakere 0650, New Zealand

Christchurch Campus    
T  +64 3 354 4270   F  +64 3 354 4279     
E  chch@laidlaw.ac.nz
70 Condell Avenue, Papanui,  
Christchurch 8053, New Zealand

Centre for Distance Learning    
T  +64 9 836 7800   F  +64 9 836 7801   
E  cdl@laidlaw.ac.nz
80 Central Park Drive, Henderson,  
Private Bag 93104, Henderson,  
Waitakere 0650, New Zealand




